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5. ARABIC
Of all the Oriental literatures this is by far the most studied in the
Students' Room, accounting for about half the whole number of
students; and the collection is the largest in the Library, amounting
to some 5,300 MS. volumes (many of them composite), and 15,000
printed books.
The works of the Arabian doctors of medicine, based on the
Greeks, reached Europe by way of Moslem Spain in the Middle
Ages, and through Latin translations created what may be called
a pre-Renaissance. But the original tongue was but little read in the
West, nor for long did Arabic books find much place in Western
libraries, though in the seventeenth century Munich and Oxford
must be excepted.5 At Oxford Laud greatly enriched the Bodleian
by his gifts of the Oriental and other MSS. which he had amassed;
and later in the century there were acquired for that library the
collections, largely Arabic, of two of the chaplains to the Turkey
merchants at Aleppo, Edward Pococke (who had also collected for
the Archbishop) and Robert Huntington. But the foundation collec-
tions of the Museum included very few of the books of the Moslem
East. The earliest acquisition of any note was that of the books
collected (with the famous antiquities) by the French in Egypt,
which fell to the British Crown after the Battle of the Nile. They
were brought home in 1802 by Colonel (afterwards General) Tornkyns
Hilgrove Turner, and were deposited, as were the marbles,4 in the
Museum. Three years'later Nares, reporting to the Trustees, found
nothing lacking to his Department but some person capable of de-
scribing these MSS.
But, as Rieu observed in the preface to the Catalogue of Persian
MSS., the true founder of our Oriental Library in the four sections
of Syriac, Arabic, Persian and Turkish was Claudius Rich; and of
the 800 volumes in his collection nearly half were Arabic.
Nares's desideratum was supplied in the persons of Forshall and
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